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The Yorkshire and Humberside Global Schools Association (YHGSA) 
was set up in 2002 to ensure all children in schools across the region 
receive their entitlement to a global dimension in their education. This is 
part of a Department for International Development national initiative 
“Enabling Effective Support”. 

 
This guidance was developed and compiled by: 
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Helen Griffin, DECSY 
Trish Sandbach Leeds DEC 
with additional input from Rob Unwin, DECSY 
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The Global Dimension of Racial Equality 
 
It is an understatement to say that we live in a complex, interconnected, 
fast-changing and threatened world. Globalisation at so many levels is 
part of that complexity. Communication systems make the world much 
smaller and at times overload us with information. As educators we are 
charged with helping young people to become good global citizens in 
these challenging times. 
 
The global dimension in education encompassing, as it does, definable 
areas of knowledge and understanding, seeks to help young people not 
just to know and understand about some of the local and global 
development issues which affect all of us but also, by dint of its inherent 
underlying values, to participate in challenging some of the unjust 
economic systems. Some of these structures have their roots in our 
colonial history, as has racism within the Western world. Global 
connections between North and South reflect this unequal power 
relationship and the consequent oppression and poverty that results from 
it. 
 
In the context of these resources Race incorporates cultural and religious 
dimensions, not just skin colour, and includes cultural groups such as 
travellers. 
 
Racial equality needs to be located in the wider global picture as well as 
the local. In the U.K our history and current economics connect us to the 
continents of Africa and Asia as well as Latin America. The structure of 
trade in commodities and raw materials set up in the last two centuries has 
led to an unfair trading system resulting in increasing poverty and 
consequent debt in many Southern countries.  
 
Slavery was an integral part of that system, a racist case was constructed to 
justify it, with devastating results for the indigenous of those countries. This 
legacy is still operating today, both in institutional and personal racism and in 
global trading practices.  
 
We are as consumers and tax payers implicated by the choices we make in the 
way that international trade works, the abuse of power of multi-national 
companies and the socio-economic and political structures that oppress, exploit 
and deny people their rights. 
 
Unwittingly, non-governmental organisations can feed into those attitudes by the 
images they use, supported by the media portrayal of, for example, Africa as a 



YHGSA guidance: The Global Dimension of Race Equality 
- 3 - 

disaster zone waiting to be rescued by the North. Disasters are newsworthy, 
people’s own struggles for their rights and basic needs to be met are not. People 
in the South have struggled and are still struggling for their liberation e.g. South 
Africa in recent times. There are innumerable examples of successful 
development at grass roots level, from water harvesting to challenging mega-
development schemes. Since we in the North, 20% of the world’s population, 
consume 80% of the world’s resources and inflict our pollution on the poor there 
is a question of solidarity and justice as well as sustainability.  
 
No one could fail to be moved by the plight of people afflicted by the 
tsunami-and rightly so-but another catastrophe is happening on the same 
scale week after week in many countries of the South. The effects are 
similar: children orphaned, parents left childless, livelihoods destroyed, 
sanitation so poor that disease is rife, not enough food, no health care, no 
schools. This is what poverty does day after day. There are imperatives 
both morally and in regard to sustainability to take action in change for 
the better. There are movements to put pressure on governments to 
address the structural causes of poverty. We must enable our young 
people to develop the skills of political literacy and empathy to engage 
with these issues and participate in change. 
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Aspects of the Global Dimension of Race 
Equality 
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Areas covered by the resources in the box 
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Race Equality inspection box resources curriculum links KS1/KS2 
 

� = clear link to curriculum area    ��  = strong link to curriculum area 
Resource title English Maths Geog History Science/ 

Techn. 
PSHE/ 
Cit. 

Art Music RE Dance 

Citizenship and 
Muslim Perspectives �   �  �  �  ��    ��   
Timanyane ��  �  �    ��  ��  ��   ��  
Pakistan ��  ��    �   �     
One day We Had To Run ��   ��    ��  ��     
From Far Away ��      ��      
Refugees: Resources 
 for the Primary School ��   �  �    �   �   
UNICEF Posters ��      ��      
Asian Nursery 
Rhymes ��       �  ��    
Feeling Good About Far 
away Friends ��   ��  �   ��  �     
Benin: an African  
Kingdom ��  �  ��  ��  ��       
Multicultural Britain �   �  ��   �      
Something Else ��      ��      
Grace and Family �   �    �      
Nobody Owns the Sky �    �   �      
If the World Were a  
Village �  ��  �  �  �  �    �   
Multicultural Songs �   ��      ��    

Note: Two resources are not included in the above curriculum links table. Equality stories is for whole school issues especially at KS2. 
Anti-Bias Approaches in the Early Years is for issues at Foundation/KS1. 
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Race equality box sample primary activities 
 
1. One day we had to run 
Read Chol’s story ‘Something like an accident’ p.16-21. 
Use this testimony and associated paintings from book to create empathy 
and better understanding of what refugees may be escaping from. 
One week literacy programme based on Chol’s story is available from 
Refugee Council. 
 
2. Benin: An African Kingdom 
Using source materials in the pack compare life in Benin with life during 
the same period c16/c17 in Tudor and Stuart England; see excellent Time 
Line in pack. Select from 4 themes: people and environment, city and 
village life, court life and government or trade and markets. 
 
3. Timanyane 
p.12: Chocolate, cotton and bananas highlights interdependence and fair 
trade. Links to other resources e.g. Go Bananas, Bananas Papapaa. p.13: 
Humanising statistics, p.18-19: Tell story of ‘A Greedy Hyena’ then 
discuss issues of fairness and justice. 
 
4. Feeling good about faraway places 
This resource starts from positive feelings about self to explore feeling 
good about the life of a Maasai family in Kenya. Can be used in KS1 or 
2. In KS1 use to introduce global perspective to topics such as; climate 
and clothes, food, work or houses and homes p.22-30. 
 
5. If the world were a village of 100 people 
Maths activities involving handling statistics can arise from almost every 
section. For example, p. 25 Electricity: 

 


