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 . . . CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES. . .  
 

A Planet in Crisis – Sustainable Development and Agenda 21 

 
Aims 

To consider the problems facing the planet 
earth. 

 
You Will Need 

An apple and a knife. 
Copies of the information sheet – A planet in 

Crisis. 
Large sheets of paper for quick listing. 

 
Introduction 

Demonstrate to the pupils the precarious 
nature of our existence, how reliant we are 

upon a small area of the earth for our 

existence and how important it is to take care 
of this: 

 
Take an apple – this represents the world. Cut it into four quarters, vertically. Put 

three aside – they represent the earth’s surface covered by water. Slice the 
remaining quarter into eight slivers and discard seven – these represent 

mountains, deserts etc. where agriculture is not possible. Peel the remaining sliver 
– that peel represents the earth’s surface on which we depend for food and for 

survival. 
 

Pupil Activity 

In groups, the pupils quick list the different problems that the planet faces – 

environmental, social and economic. 
 

Look at the Information Sheet. Did they think of anything that could be added to 

this list? 
 

Plenary 

Feedback their list of problems to the rest of the group, and ask them to pinpoint a 

problem which they feel they can do something about. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from ‘Out of the Bin and into the Secondary Curriculum’ published by Aylesbury DEC 
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